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2011 Offerings and ingathering results
INGATHERING GIVING TOTALS:

•	 Health Kits 2,458
•	 School Kits 551
•	 School Bags 887
•	 Cleaning Buckets 440
•	 Harbor House Kits 707
•	 Preemie Caps 670
•	 Layettes  197

OFFERINGS RECEIVED: 
•Ordination	Service	  .................................................................................................................$1,943.41
•Opening	Worship	  .................................................................................................................$1,012.18
•Commissioning	Service ...........................................................................................................$1,199.24
•Pennies	for	Angola	 .................................................................................................................$5,810.39
 $7,199.19

COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
AWARDS FOR YEARS OF SERVICE  - 2011

25 Years:
Jean Wanek Bartlett

Dan R. Dick
Stephen	G.	Groves

Kathleen L. Jury
Penny L. Robbins
David	Seaton
P. Kay Welsch

Her Yang

50 Years:
Arland	C.	Averill	
Franklin J. Block

C. James Christensen
Clyde S. Cross
Milton H. Ford

George R. Packard
Paul J. Reinhold

David	C.	Steffenson

60 Years:
Wilmer T. Bloy
Verlyn C. Harr
H. Loren Lewis
Earl F. Lindsay
Owen E. Miller

70 or more years
70: M. Stanford Strosahl

71: Lloyd P. Foster
74:	Marvin	A.	Schilling

76: Solomon G. Cramer

Years of Service Not Previously 
Recognized:

26:	Steven	A.	Kaehr
26: Jim Wilson

27: Susan Patterson-Sumwalt
28:	David	W.	Blackmer

28: Carl R. Doersch
29: Forrest S. Clark
31: Donald L. Greer
31: Domnik D. Israel
32:	David	P.	Carlson

32: Michael K. Morning 
33: Michael D. Gray-Ehnert

33: Linda Vance 
34: Rebecca Neal Niese

34: Richard L. Olson
34: Deborah A. Thompson
35:	Kevin	A.	Johnson
37. John C. Stubbs 
38:	Harvey	B.	Delery
38:	Melvin	G.	Vance

41: Bruce O. Babcock
41: Alan R. George
46:	Bartlett	C.	Beavin
47: William L. Dushek

47: John W. Eldred
48:	David	L.	McRoberts

49: Mary Beth Byrne
49: Shirley F. Clement

49: James D. Pfannenstiel
51: Erwin G. Teichmiller

54: LeRoy W. Mielke
61: Milton O. Siewert

2011 recOgnitiOns and awards

•	 Baby Sweaters 204
•	 Birthing Kits 66
•	 Blankets  17
•	 Medical Supplies 6 boxes
•	 Hospital Gowns 96
•	 Comfort Dolls 105
•	 Diapers  487
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Perry saitO award
Given	by	the	Wisconsin	United	Methodist	Federation	for	Social	Action	to	 individuals	who	
demonstrate their loyalty to Christ through faith and work to further justice and peace 
through	the	United	Methodist	Church.	The	2011	Award	Recipients	are:	

Janet Ellinger 
Rev.	Ellinger	graduated	from	Garrett-Evangelical	Theological	Seminary	in	1985	and	came	
to	 Wisconsin,	 serving	 Hammond-Martell-New	 Centerville	 for	 6	 years,	 Eau	 Claire:	 Lake	
Street for 6 years, then four years as District Superintendent of the Heartland District. Janet 
is	celebrating	her	10th	year	appointed	to	River	Falls	UMC.
Janet	was	 first	 elected	a	General	Conference	delegate	 in	 2000,	where	 she	went	 to	 the	
Cleveland	 jail	 following	her	arrest	during	a	plenary	session	with	28	others	 for	 “disrupting	
a lawful meeting.” Janet and her colleagues, including her brother who was then a district 
superintendent, stood in opposition to the Book of Discipline language excluding gays 
and	 lesbians	 from	 the	 full	 life	 of	 the	 church.	 Janet	 continues	 to	 be	 a	 leader	 in	 the	 fight	
against	discrimination.	During	Janet	Ellinger’s	ministry,	 the	River	Falls	 congregation	has	
transformed	their	building	 to	be	more	welcoming	 through	a	major	 renovation.	They	have	
also transformed their hearts by becoming a Reconciling Congregation in February, 2011. 
Janet’s faithful presence and ministry stood as a plumb line during this process. Janet is 
also	active	in	the	River	Falls	Restorative	Justice	program.	
Perry G. Huyck 
Perry G. Huyck began his career in social work with Southeast Wisconsin Homes, which 
were group homes for adolescents. He went on to direct Pride Community Center in the 
Riverwest	neighborhood	of	Milwaukee.	In	1981	the	board	of	directors	of	United	Methodist	
Children’s	Services	hired	Perry	as	the	new	Executive	Director.	In	his	tenure	he	has	guided	
the agency from a group home for teenage moms, to its current multifaceted ministry with 
people that many people in society don’t see or chose to ignore. These ministries include 
a	 transitional	 living	 program,	 the	 largest	 emergency	 food	 pantry	 in	 Milwaukee	 County,	
affordable	 rent	 housing,	 state	 licensed	 childcare,	 and	 convening	 the	 Washington	 Park	
Partners	sustainable	neighborhood	initiative.	
In	 2010,	 under	 Perry’s	 leadership,	 UMCS	 served	 over	 50,000	 people	 living	 in	 poverty.	
He	attempted	 to	serve	at	 least	as	many	people	 living	 in	 relative	wealth	by	helping	 them	
recognize	that	there	is	a	complex	reality	at	the	base	of	poverty	and	that	it	requires	resources	
and a willingness to see beyond simple assumptions and blame to meet human need. 

denman evangelism award fOr wOrk in evangelism 
Denman	 Awards	 are	 given	 to	 lay	 and	 clergy	 persons	 who	 are	 nominated	 by	 United	
Methodists	 in	Wisconsin	 for	 their	 outstanding	ministry	 in	 the	 area	 of	 evangelism.	 Harry	
Denman,	 in	whose	memory	 the	 awards	 are	 named,	was	 a	 lay	United	Methodist	whose	
personal	witness	and	invitations	may	have	brought	more	people	to	Christ	and	His	Church	
than any other person in the last century. The awards are made possible by the Foundation 
of	Evangelism,	which	was	founded	in	1949	by	Dr.	Denman.	

The	Denman	Awards	–	named	for	evangelist	Harry	Denman	–	were	first	awarded	in	1981	to	
clergy	and	laity	displaying	exceptional	commitment	to,	and	practice	of,	Christian	Evangelism.	
Recently, the award has been expanded to include youth. On rare and special occasions, 
the	Denman	Award	 is	 granted	not	 only	 to	 individuals	 but	 to	 organizations	whose	efforts	
spread	the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ,	regularly	touch	lives	and	invite	people	into	meaningful	
relationship with Jesus Christ. Schools, seminaries, clinics, and relief organizations are 
recognized,	 and	 this	 year	 the	 review	 panel,	 with	 approval	 from	 the	 cabinet,	 proud	 to	
recognize	the	outstanding	evangelism	of	our	two	camps	–	Pine	Lake	and	Lake	Lucerne.
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the thelma w. gregg award
The	Thelma	W.	Gregg	Award	is	named	for	a	lay	woman	from	Wauwatosa	Avenue	UMC	who	
demonstrated Christian commitment in tireless promotion of the missionary outreach of the 
Church.	The	award	includes	a	financial	gift	to	be	designated	to	an	Advance	project	by	the	
recipient. 

Holly Morse	has	been	a	member	of	the	United	Methodist	Church	of	Whitefish	Bay	for	over	
30 years. She and her husband Dan raised their three children, Jenny, Ty, and Katie in the 
church.	Holly	has	always	been	involved	in	the	life	of	the	congregation	and	deeply	committed	
to	missions.	She	has	taught	Sunday	School,	confirmation	and	high	school	Sunday	School.	
She	was	a	volunteer	on	over	10	mission	trips	to	ASP	-	the	Appalachia	Service	Project	with	
the	church’s	youth.	“Participating	in	these	ministries	was	life	changing,”	says	Morse.	Holly’s	
faith and relationship with Christ is at the center of her life. She was a member of a women’s 
Bible	Study	group	that	meet	at	6	am	every	week	for	years.	Her	energetic	and	contagious	
spirit is drawn to a life of compassion and ministries of mercy. 

A number of years ago Holly approached her pastor saying she was feeling led to new 
ministry	opportunities.	Knowing	of	Holly’s	love	of	people,	commitment	to	mission	and	spiritual	
leadership abilities she was asked to prayerfully consider starting a new on-going ministry 
called FaithWorks. The concept was simple. Build a ministry where once a month people 
of	all	ages	and	all	abilities	can	come	together	for	fellowship,	devotion	and	sent	out	into	the	
community	to	serve.	No	on-going	commitment,	no	particular	expertise	-	just	a	willingness	
to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. FaithWorks would be based on the passage 
found	in	James,	“What	good	is	it,	my	brothers	and	sisters,	if	you	say	you	have	faith	but	do	
not	have	works	Can	faith	save	you	Faith	by	itself,	if	it	has	no	works,	is	dead.	James	2.14,	
17	Holly	 said	YES	and	has	been	 the	 coordinator	 of	 the	FaithWorks	ministry	 for	 several	
years.	Every	second	Saturday	children,	youth	and	adults	come	together	for	an	incredible	
breakfast	and	share	in	fellowship,	partake	in	devotions	and	prayer	and	then	go	out	into	the	
world	to	serve.	Some	of	the	places	of	service	include	United	Methodist	Children’s	Services,	
Northcott Neighborhood House, Guest House, Repairers of the Breach, Joy House, Rescue 
Mission,	Salvation	Army,	Agape	Community	Center,	Hunger	Task	Force	 and	 visiting	 the	
homebound. 

When told she was to be the recipient of the Thelma W. Gregg Memorial Fund Award for her 
commitment	to	mission	through	FaithWorks	Holly	said,	“Being	recognized	for	FaithWorks	
is	 one	 of	 the	 greatest	 awards	 I	 could	 ever	 receive.	 The	ministry,	 the	 relationships	 with	
community ministries and relationships with people in the church has been one of the most 
significant	and	meaningful	things	I	have	ever	done.”	In	fact,	if	you	will	look	at	Holly’s	resume	
filled	with	accomplishments,	FaithWorks	is	listed.	Holly	has	chosen	Northcott	Neighborhood	
House to be the recipient of the cash gift that comes from this award. Holly will not be able 
to	be	at	Annual	Conference	to	receive	the	award	as	she	is	fulfilling	an	academic	honor	-	
being	chosen	to	read	AP	exams.	However,	her	FaithWorks	family	celebrated	with	her	before	
she left Milwaukee and the congregation will celebrate her award on September 18. Mac 
Weddle	and	staff	 from	Northcott	will	be	present	 in	worship	 that	day	when	Rev.	Deborah	
Thompson	from	the	Conference	Office	presents	the	award	to	Holly	during	worship.	

During	the	day,	Holly	is	an	exceptional	Spanish	teacher	at	University	School	in	Milwaukee.	
Over	the	years	she	has	been	the	recipient	of	numerous	awards.	One	of	her	greatest	passions	
is her work with indigenous children in Panama. In the past years she has formed two 
foundations to support Panamanian malnourished children. One of the foundations supports 
her	 leading	mission	 trips	of	high	schoolers	every	summer	 to	work	with	an	orphanage	 in	
Panama	and	the	children	in	the	surrounding	area.	The	second	foundation	provides	direct	
support to these families.
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lOve in actiOn award
The	Love	in	Action	Award	is	presented	by	the	Disaster	Response	Committee	to	recognize	
outstanding commitment and passion to God’s mission through disaster response and relief. 

Still Waters Community UMC	 is	 the	 2011	 recipient	 of	 the	 Love	 in	 Action	 Award.	

Still	Waters	Community	UMC	is	a	relatively	young	church	and	a	large	part	of	their	identity	
as	a	faith	community	is	their	evolving	mission	outreach	program	sponsored	by	our	Social	
Action and Missions (SAM) Team. Wisconsin Conference sponsored- Volunteers in Mission 
work	camps	have	provided	consistent	opportunities	for	mission	work,	community	fellowship,	
and personal and spiritual growth. This mission- energized congregation has encouraged 
the SAM team to seek more regular local mission possibilities. Local church leaders, 
trained	 by	 the	 Wisconsin	Annual	 Conference,	 provide	 the	 avenue	 to	 assemble	 a	 local	
church	 team	quickly	 for	disaster	 relief.	SAM	participates	 in	Habitat	 for	Humanity	building	
projects,	 provides	 food	 for	 regional	 food	 pantries,	 meal	 services	 for	 shelters,	 Interfaith	
Caregivers	 for	 seniors,	 provides	 food	 and	 works	 for	 the	 United	 Methodist	 Children’s	
Services,	assists	the	poor	in	metropolitan	inner	cities	and	assists	our	own	congregation’s	
members.	The	secret,	they	believe,	is	a	very	natural	blend	of	conference-trained	leadership,	
a membership core that has caught the "mission bug" and a willingness to embrace 
creativity	to	encourage	membership	generated	ideas	as	they	design	their	mission	scope.	

Still	Waters	Community	UMC	is	touching	lives	with	10%	of	our	congregation	engaged	in	
Mission…that is 50+ people connecting and responding to the needs of our Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ. 

Still	Waters	Community	UMC	has	been	involved	with	missions	in:	

Wisconsin:	Disaster	Relief	in	Gays	Mills;	United	Methodist	Children’s	Services,	Habitat	
for Humanity (Brush with Kindness) in Milwaukee and Washington County; Interfaith 
Caregivers,	Washington	County.	

Across	the	United	States:	Biloxi,	Mississippi;	Atlanta	Georgia;	Bayou	Le	Batre,	Alabama;	
Camp Lurcack, Montana 

International:	Rio	Bravo,	Mexico

Bridge Builder award
Karen Stimling – for outstanding efforts to build bridges between the ministries of the 
Wisconsin	Annual	 Conference	 and	 social	 and	 community	 needs.	 Bridge	 Builders	 strive	
to create harmony, cooperation and understanding in both the church and the world.


